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CATTLE ON FEED INVENTORY UP  
Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter market in Iowa for all feedlots totaled 1.31 million head on December 1, 2011, 
according to the Cattle on Feed  report released by USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service.  The inventory was up 
11 percent from November 1, 2011 and up 2 percent from December 1, 2010.  Feedlots with a capacity greater than 1,000 
head had 610,000 head on feed, up 7 percent from last month but down 3 percent from last year.  Feedlots with a capacity 
less than 1,000 head had 700,000 head on feed, up 15 percent from last month and up 7 percent from last year. 
 
Placements during November totaled 318,000 head, an increase of 19 percent from last month and up 39 percent from 
last year.  Feedlots with a capacity greater than 1,000 head placed 138,000 head, up 9 percent from last month and up 
21 percent from last year.  Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head placed 180,000 head. This is up 29 percent from 
last month and up 57 percent from last year. 
 
Marketings for November were 180,000 head, down 19 percent from last month but unchanged from last year. Feedlots 
with a capacity greater than 1,000 head marketed 95,000 head, down 24 percent from last month but up 6 percent from 
last year.   Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head marketed 85,000 head, down 13 percent from last month and 
down 6 percent from last year. Other disappearance totaled 8,000 head. 
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HOGS AND PIGS INVENTORY UP FROM LAST YEAR 
Iowa inventory of all hogs & pigs on December 1 was 
19.8 million, according to the Quarterly Hogs and Pigs report 
released by USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
This was down 1 percent from the 20.0 million in September 
2011, but up 700,000 head from December 2010. 
 
The September-November 2011 pig crop was 4.99 million 
head.  A total of 480,000 sows farrowed with an average litter 
size of 10.4 pigs per sow. 
 
As of December 1, producers planned to farrow 475,000 head 
of sows and gilts in the December 2011 – February 2012 quarter. Farrowing intentions for the March - May 
2012 period were estimated at 480,000 as of December 1, 2011.  
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MONTHLY PRICES 
 
 
Preliminary December prices received in Iowa for corn, oats, and 
soybeans decreased from November prices.  According to the 
USDA, NASS, Iowa Field Office, corn prices dropped $0.34, oat 
prices dropped $0.26, and soybean prices dropped $0.70 from 
November.   
 
All hay prices increased $3.00 to $135.00, but alfalfa hay prices 
decreased $1.00 to $142.00. 
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